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CRICKET WORLD CUP 2015 

Statement by Minister for Sport and Recreation 

MR T.K. WALDRON (Wagin — Minister for Sport and Recreation) [12.08 pm]: I wish to update the house 
on one of the world’s largest and most iconic sporting events, which is 500 days away from being played in 
Perth. Today marks the official countdown to the first match of the International Cricket Council Cricket World 
Cup 2015 at the Western Australian Cricket Association ground in Perth. This is a once-in-a-generation 
opportunity to see the best players and the best teams going head to head in our backyard. The state’s home of 
cricket, the WACA ground, will host three matches during February and March in what will be a truly global 
event. 

The Perth fixtures for the ICC Cricket World Cup 2015 will be India versus a qualifier on Saturday, 28 February; 
Australia versus Afghanistan on Wednesday, 4 March; and India versus the West Indies on Friday, 6 March. 
Across Australia and New Zealand, 14 cities will host 49 matches in 44 days, with the World Cup final being 
played at the Melbourne Cricket Ground on 28 March. 

The last time this tournament was hosted in Australia, we saw one of the game’s greatest, Sachin Tendulkar, 
make his World Cup debut for India at the WACA ground. With a knock of 35 against England, this kickstarted 
a World Cup record of 2 278 runs, which was a massive 535 runs ahead of the world’s next best in Australia’s 
Ricky Ponting, with 1 743. 

There will be great tourism benefits for the state and worldwide exposure, with an estimated television audience 
of more than one billion people. The competition will showcase the wonders of Western Australia to cricket fans 
from all over the world, especially in India, given we are hosting two Indian games.  

More than 12 000 Indian visitors already come to Western Australia each year, and the country is a key trade 
market for the state. We expect Indian visitor numbers to increase over the World Cup, and we hope that these 
visitors will then go back and tell all their friends and family to come to WA for a holiday.  

I would like to note the support of my parliamentary colleague the Minister for Tourism who has championed 
Western Australia’s participation in this great event. I firmly believe that although it is important to maintain a 
focus on grassroots participation in sport, we also have a responsibility to attract significant international events 
to our state that serve to inspire the next generation of athletes. In just 500 days, the world’s best cricketers will 
be on our doorstep competing for one of the most sought after trophies in international sport. I acknowledge the 
ongoing efforts of the government’s cross-agency working party, led by the Department of Sport and Recreation, 
which is ensuring that the week of World Cup cricket in Perth in 2015 will be a tremendous success. 
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